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President’s Profile

A

dministrative Professionals Section president
Renee Allen-Stallings of Isle of Wight Department of Emergency Services was sworn in to her
new position on Saturday, February 24 at the annual
Virginia Fire & Rescue Conference along with the other
VFCA board members.
Renee has been with the department for six years now,
serving as the office administrator. She also has history
with Isle of Wight’s Volunteer Rescue Squad; 19 years to
be exact. It was a ‘dream deferred’ of sorts―she wanted
to become an EMT as far back as high school, but had
concerns over how she would react to arriving on scene
and finding someone she knew, perhaps even a family
VFCA officers are sworn in during the annual conference.
member, since her community is such a small one. Fire is
apparently a theme in her family; her husband is a City of Richmond firefighter who followed in the
footsteps of his father and grandfather, both of whom served as Chief of Smithfield Volunteer Fire Department; he served in that capacity for 10 years, and is currently the assistant chief there.
The couple have two children, Josh, an ODU student who also had a passion for service to the community. He volunteered along with Renee with the Volunteer Rescue Squad for 5 years. Their youngest,
Philip, serves in a different way; he joined the Army right out of high school and is currently stationed
in Germany. It’s been a two year absence so far, but Renee and family plan to close that gap with a
two-week visit with him in August. She can hardly contain her excitement over the prospect.
As for her interests outside of the fire service, Renee says her favorite guilty pleasure is dancing! She
is part of a traveling dance team which does a variety of styles, from ballet to hip-hop, and everything
in between. Maybe we can make room in the agenda of our October retreat for a short demo.

Find and Follow us Online
Did you know that the Administrative Professionals now has a page on the VFCA website? Go to www.vfca.us, click on the VFCA Sections tab across the top of the page, and
there we are! And, don't forget to follow our Facebook page as well.
You may also want to review the APS Brochure and the updated APS Bylaws.
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APS Member Retires
APS member Karen Thornburg of Hampton Fire & Rescue retired effective
July 1, 2018. The City of Hampton offered an incentive to those personnel
eligible for retirement and Karen opted to accept it. She had been with the
Division for 10 years, working as an Office Specialist Senior, in the Emergency Medical Services Branch.

APS Meet at 2018 Virginia Fire & Rescue Conference

Karen F. Thornburg

The Administrative Professionals Section met during the 2018 VA Fire
& Rescue Conference in February. Along with introductions of new
members, a main topic of discussion was the group’s plan for 2018.
APS president, Renee Allen Stallings invited all to offer thoughts on
what they wanted to see APS do―what the organization should look
like, and what educational and professional development opportunities should be provided.

Though a large part of the Section’s mission is to support the VFCA,
and VFCF, it is also to provide education, development, and valuable
networking opportunities for members. Though we are a diverse
group, our challenges are much the same regardless of the department. During 2017 the APS provided support for the silent auction
during the VA Fire & Rescue Conference, as they did again this year,
for the Fire Chiefs Summit, and for the Golf Tournaments. In fact, the
VFCA executive director Chris Eudailey regularly scheduled Administrative Professionals Day training was
and APS president Renee Allen Stallings not on the conference schedule this year, in part, due to the auction
add auction items to the line up.
commitment. So, discussions naturally gravitated to striking a balance
between support for VFCA, VFCF, and additional educational opportunities for members.
As a result, of those discussions, talks with VFCA executive director, Chris Eudailey, and additional
conversations during the June meeting, the APS will host its first Retreat on Friday, October 5 at the
Harry E. Diezel Fire Training Center in Virginia Beach. The retreat which will begin at 8:30 a.m. consists of a morning and afternoon training sessions, and the section business meeting during lunch. The
training center is located at 927 S. Birdneck Road, Virginia Beach, Virginia 23451. We hope that members will make a special effort to attend and support the retreat. Member Lou Ann Ivory is working to
secure the best “off season” hotel rates in the event that those in the far northern and western parts of
the state need to come in early and spend Thursday evening to avoid the traffic and get the most from
our retreat day.
Thanks to Melissa Heiderman of Manassas Fire & Rescue, host of our most recent meeting which was
held in June. She arranged a presentation by Chief Clemmons, a tour of the regional airport, the largest in Virginia, and lunch.
Welcome to new section member, Kara Kramer of Fort Belvoir!
“Professionals Partnering to Serve Our Community”

Page 2

Meet the Members
Meet Tamara Brooks of Prince William County’s Department of
Fire and Rescue. Tamara has been with the department for 4
years now, starting as an Office Assistant but now serving as the
Office Manager for the Training Division. Prior to joining Prince
William County, she worked as a Human Resources Technician
with Fauquier County Government.
Tamara is mom to a 5 year old son and one fur baby, a dog. A fun
fact about Tamara is that she loves watching TV―she’s seen every episode of all 14 seasons of Grey’s Anatomy!
Thanks for sharing Tamara, and for your support of VFCA’s Administrative Professionals Section.
In each subsequent issue of Behind the Scene, we hope to introduce a section member, providing a photo and a brief profile.
Since we are so scattered throughout the state and don’t get to
see one another that often, this will allow us a fun way to get to
know each other and what we do. It also expands our network of the administrative professionals
whom we can call upon when issues arise. There is strength in our diversity and we should all take
advantage of it. Tamara can be reached via email at, tbrooks2@pwcgov.org.

On Your Radar


Thanks to everyone who supported the silent auction during the annual conference either by soliciting or donating items, or by working the table and
assisting bidders. Your efforts raised a total of
$1935 for the Foundation.



WIPS Conference—The 10th Annual Women in
Public Service Conference will be held on September 20 and 21 in Portsmouth, VA. The conference
theme is Breakthrough to Excellence.”



Consider whether you, or a member you know can
fill an officer vacancy. Nominations for Vice president and Secretary are due to Renee by the end of
August.



SAVE THE DATE for our first APS Retreat, Friday, October 5. Stay tuned for details.

The Power of Positive
This personal development tip comes from
Brian Tracy, author, speaker, and top sales
training and personal success authority.
- Before you turn on
the TV or radio, or read the news, spend
some time first thing in the morning to read
something motivational, inspirational, or educational. Make the first thing you put into
your mind something that is consistent with
the life you want to have.
START YOUR DAY RIGHT

“Positive Thoughts, Positive Actions,
Positive Results”
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VFCF 4th Annual Golf Tournament in Williamsburg
The Virginia Fire Chiefs Foundation’s 4th Annual Golf Tournament at the Golden Horseshoe Golf Club in Williamsburg
is set for Friday, September 21.
All proceeds benefit the foundation, which supports educational opportunities including scholarships for fire and emergency services professionals, as well as support for the development of public
relations
progr ams
which
raise
public awareness of Virginia's fire and
emergency services.
Each year, members of the Administrative Professionals
Section assist with running the tournament. If you would
like to assist, contact APS president Renee Allen-Stallings,
RStallings@isleofwightus.net. Contributions toward a hole
sponsorship for the section are also being accepted.
If you’d like to play in the tournament, contact Fire Chief
W. Pat Dent of the host fire department with your completed registration form and payment. The registration form is available on the VFCA website and Chief Dent’s contact info is provided on the registration
form.

BECOME A MEMBER
VFCA section memberships
are just $40 per year.

CONTACT US
President

Renee Allen-Stallings

RStallings@isleofwightus.net

Vice President

Lou Ann Ivory

LIvory@vbgov.com

Secretary

Lynn Cherry-Miller

Lcherry@hampton.gov
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In addition to all of the benefits afforded by joining VFCA,
APS membership provides
quarterly training and networking opportunities with
other administrative professionals throughout the state,
as well as an AD & D policy by
Provident
Membership also reduces the
cost of your registration for
the annual conference. Join
online, www.vfca.us.
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